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were designed " to keep off rich folks' children from
Bergen and secure the profits of the trade to poor
young fellows,'' seems to have been about 1590.

It is true that up to the eighteenth century German
merchants retained certain prerogatives in Norway,
but they were no longer the Hanseatics of the League,
they were merely the members of an association
reduced to slender proportions, an association as
Impotent to sustain its dignity as to restore the rights
of its predecessors.

Sweden was no less happy in its efforts after
emancipation from Hanseatic tutelage. Gustavus
Vasa laid the foundations for this exemption from
tolls, monopolies, and harassing restrictions. He
taught his subjects the great lesson how to trade to
their own profit. After his position as ruler was
once well assured he did not hesitate to speak in open
court of the German merchants as " butchers," com-
paring his predecessors to " good milch kine," and
adding that he should never forgive himself, but
should be ashamed before God and man, did he
sacrifice the well-being of his kingdom to the rapacity
and selfishness of the Liibeckers. And he kept his
word. So long as he lived he checkmated the League
with all the resources at his command, and he left
his desire to raise the commercial prosperity of his
kingdom as a legacy to his son.

Nor was it enough that men had come to hate the
Hansa with that fierce hatred which is felt towards
those who, holding power in their hands disgust
and oppress their inferiors by overbearing conduct
Even nature seemed to turn against them in that